dissolving LudendorfFs neo-Pagan League of Tannenberg
despite its patriotic nature, the Government appeared to
be keeping its pledge to " take Christianity under its
protection as the basis of our whole moral code " and to
recognize again " in the two Christian creeds, most import-
ant factors for the preservation of the German people ".
By the breaking up of all associations of free-thinkers,
public insults and attacks against the Church ceased from
that quarter, but coincident with this action, outbursts
against organized religion occurred throughout the Reich,
which pointed to governmental approval, if not direction.
The Third Reich was claiming the right to unify the
people by political devices where religious creeds had split
it, and, having co-ordinated all earthly institutions, it now
sought to do the same with religion, through the medium
of the so-called " German Christians ".
The German Christians, a movement which grew up
in National Socialism before it gained power, asserted that
" the desire for salvation and for the unification of the
German people was not in contrast with the Evangelical
faith, but a command from God ", and the policy of this
sect claimed that to help forward the National revival (not
in the religious sense) " a united, vital and strong Church
of the people was needed ", accompanied by " a popular
preaching of the gospel which would speak to the German
soul, and a German Church in which the people could feel
themselves in their element, was necessary,"
I- Thus there arose the concept of a German Church with
a God who was German-like, and all other religious institu-
tions had to make way before it. The German Catholics
could march side by side with it or lose even that remnant
of freedom they were still allowed, despite the Concordat.
With the ratification of the Concordat on 22 September,
the hierarchy of the Catholic Church in Germany took the
place of the dissolved Centre Party in matters between
Church and State. Whereas hitherto, the Centre Party
had been the medium through which the clergy brought
grievances to the notice of the State, the Bishops now
entered into direct negotiation with the State and based
their right to protect the multi-phases of German Catholic
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